





LXXVI. 


MEMOIRS 


OF 


L IT E:R 


ATURE. 





Monpvay, Auguf 27. 1711: 


————. in v + inn 





CYMBALUM* MUNDI, ou 
Dialogues Satyriques fur differens Sujets, 
pr BONAVENTURE DES 
PERRIERS, Valet deChambre de 
Marguerite de Valois, Reine de Na- 
varre. Avec une Lettre Critique , dans 
laquelle on fait 1 Hiftoire , 1 Analyte, 
& LT Apologie de cet Ouvrage, par 
PROSPER MARCHAND, 
Libraire. A Amfterdam, chez Profper 
Marchand, Libraire, dans le Nes, a 
l’ Enfeigne de I’ Etoile. MDCCXI. 


That iss CYMBALUM MUNDI, 
Or Satyrical Dialogues upon feveral Sub- 
jels; by BONAVENTURE 
DES PERRIERS, Valet dcCham- 


bre to Margaret de Valois, Queen of 


Navarre. Zo which is added, A Critical 
Letter, written by PROSPER MAR- 
CHAND, Bookfeller ; wherein he gives 
the Hiftory, and a fhort Account of that 
Book, and makes an Apology for it. Am- 
fterdam , printed for Proiper Marchand, 
Bookfeler in the Nes, at the Sign of the 


Star. 1711. i# 120. pagg. 144. 


‘T H E Cymbalum Mundi of Bonaventure des Perriers 


was grown fo {carce, that Mr. Marchand informs 
us ; that he knows bue Two Copies of it at 





% This new Edition tias been printed from.that of Ly. 
ons, 1538. in Sve. the Title of whith runs thus: C7TM- 
BALUM MUNDI, em Francoys, contenant quatre Dia- 
logues Poetiques , D Antiques, Joyeux CO Facetieux, 
MDXXXVIII. he following Lines are to be found at 
the End of the Book. Fin du prefoht Livre intitulé Cymba- 
lum Mundi, en Francoys, imprimé nowvellement a Lyon par Be- 
Aoift Bonyn, Imprimeur , demanrant au dit lied, es la rue de 
Paradis. MOXXXVIIL, 








Paris ; one of which is lodged in the King’s Library, and 
the other happen’d to be among the Books of Meflieurs 
Bigot of Rowen, that were fold at Parisin 1706. The lat. 
ter, being bound up with feveral other Pieces, was not 
mention’d in the Catalogue of that Library made by M. 
Marchand, becaufe he overlook’d it. The Perfon who 
bought that Volume, finding the Cymbslum Mundi in it, 
was fo well pleas’d with his Difcovery, and made fo great 
a Noife about it, that he revived the Curiofity of feveral 
Gentlemen, who defir’d to have it tranfcrib’d frem his 
Copy. M. Marchand was one of thofe who had a mind to 
read that Book. The Copy belon og Sy the King’s Li. 
brary was lene him by a Friend, who had been entrufted 
with it ; and when he had read it, he was extremely fur- 
prifed that the Cymbalum Mundi fhould have been account. 
ed one of the moft pernicious Books, that ever was pub- 
lifh’d, and that moft of thofe who mention it, fhould call 
it.an Impious and Atheiftical Piece. Which gave him 
Occafion to write the Critical Letter, prefixed to this 
new Edition, wherein he undertakes to juftify thatBook. 
M. Marchand having got a Tranfcript of the Printed Co. 
py.in the King of France’s Library , thought fit to pub. 
Jith a riew Edition of it ; tho’ he believes ’tisa Work more 
famous than valuable , wherein I am very much of his 
mind. There are feveral Curious Paflages:in M. Mar- 
chand’s Lecter, of which I fhall take notice, when I have 
given an Account of the Cymbalum Mundi. 


That Book confifts of Four Dialogues, to which Bong- 
venture des Periers prefixed a Letter to a Friend, whom he 
calls Peter Tryocan , and concealed himfelf under another 
fictitious Name, viz. that of Thomas duClevier. That 
Letter is a little myfterious. Des Perrier: tells his Friend, 
that he promis'd him Eight Years before to tranflate into 
French a fmall Latin Piece, entitled Cymbalum Mundi, 
which he had found in an Old Library of a Monaftery 
neat the City of Dabas, ( another fittitious Namie.) He 
adds, That he has performed his Promife ;_ That he did 
not think fit to confine himfelf to his Original in a fer- 
vile manner; That he has raken fome Latitude in his 
Tranflation , and adapted it to the Genius of the French 
Language , to render it more intelligible, and more ac- 
ceptable to his Friend. Laftly, He defires his Friend 
not to give any Copy of it, left it thould come into the 
nip ag of fome Bookfeller, who wotild fot fail to pub: 
lith it. 


L I proceed to the Four Dialogues. In the Firft, 
Mercury comes down from Heaven to Athens, to get a 
Book bound up for Jspiter ; and mentions feveral Com- 
miffians which he had receiv'’d from Venus, Juno, and Mi. 
terva, He complains that he is in a great Hurry — 

ays, 
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among other Things , 
Infants ftifled by the Vefials, 
Two Men, 
perceive him. Meréury, whom 
comes to them, and asks them 
whether there is any good Wine to be had in that Ta- 


that he muft carry ta Charon 
and Five Druids, who 
(Byrphanes-and Gartali- 


ays; 
Eight 
are dead of Madnefs. 
ws), ftanding by a Tavern, 
they pretend not to know, 


vern? They tell him, there is none better in Town. 
Whilft the Drawer fetches the Wine , Mercury goes up 
ftairs, to ftealGomething. In the mean time, Byrphanes 
and Curtalius €efolve to robthim ; and fay, it will bea 
Glorious Thing for them t© rob the God of Theft. 
They untie his Bag, and take out an old rotten Book, 
and put another in its room ; which, fays Byrphanes, is 
little better than the other, there being no great Diffe- 
rence between them. The Book that was in Mercury s Bag, 
happen’d to be the Book of Deftinies, as it appear'd from 


this Title. 


% Que in hoc.libro continentur : 
Chxonica rerum memorabilium, quas 
JUPITER geflit antequam effet ipfe. 
Fatorum prefcriptum : five, corum que 
-faturafunr, cerre difpofitiones, 
Catalogus Heroum Immortalium, qui 

cum JOVE vitam victuri funt fempiternam, 


Mercury, having ftollerta little Silver-Image , returns 
to Byrphanes and Curtalins , and drinks withthem : And 
-becaule -he fays the Wine -is-as-good as Jupiter's Netiar, 
they call hima Blafphemer. To juftify himfelf, he adds, 
that he has tafted both. Thefe Words provoke them to the 
higheft degree. I never drank any Near, fays Curtalius ; 
‘bucl believe what ts written and faid of it. You ought nor 
eto-compare any Wine chat grows here, with Jupiter's Ne- 
ar. Whereuponthey turn‘him-out of the Room, and 
ithreaten coo-get him arrefted for his Words, and for fteal- 
ing fome Thing in the Houle. ‘Mercury, being afraid of 
am ill Treatment , goes away Curfing the Hour when his 
Bather Fupiter order’d him to converfe among Men, He 
pays the -Hoftefs ; and being well pleas’d with her, pro- 
mifes her that Bifvy Years witl'be added to:her Life , be- 
fides thofe appointed by the Deftinies. The Hoftefs fays 
fhe canrot believe it, becaufe the is fure fuch.a thing can- 
not be. Do you laugh at it, replies Mercury? Well! You 
Shall not livefo long: You will be aSlave albthe Time of 
r Life , ‘and Sick every Month, fo:far as:to: evacuate 
Blood. Whar'l told you, will not happen, fince\you will 
-not believe‘it. Mercury, being fenfibly touched with the 
Affront put dpon him by Byrphanes and Curtalius, declares 
that if eyer they/fall into his Hands, he will defire Cha- 
ron to make them ftay Three Thoufand Years upon the 
Banks of Acheron ; and befides, that he will. blot out their 
Names out-of Jupiter's Book. The Two Athenians ap- 
pear very well pleated with their Theft ; but feem to be 
apprehenfive, ‘that when fupiter comes to hear of it, he 
will deftroy all Mankind, to punith fo great a Crime. 


Il. The Second Dialogue iis a Satyr upon thofe who 
feek the % ¥% Philofopbhers-Stone. Trigabus, one.of che In- 
terlocutors, tells Mercury , that tho’ he be the Son of Fx- 
piter, ‘he has Horribly cheatedcthe'Philofophers. You'told 
them, fayshe ; that you’hadethe Philefophers-Stone ; You 
broke it into {mall Pieces, and threw them into the Sand 
of the Amphitheater ; ‘You :made.them believe , that if 
they could ‘iecover any ‘Partvof it, ‘tho’ never fo:fmall, 
they would perform wonderful Things, change one Me- 
tabinto-anether, break open the Doors that are not fhut, 
cure thofé that are not fick , underftand the Language of 
Birds, obtain fromthe Gods any thing that will infallibly 
happen} fuch»as Rain after Fine Weather, Flowers and 
Dew inthe Spring, Heat and Daft in the Sommer, Fruit 
in the Autumn ,°cold and dirty Weather in the Winter ; 





% That iz, This Book cantains.a Chronicle of the Me- 
morable Things, which fupiter did before he had a Being : 
The Decrees of Fate, or a Certain and Infallible Difpo- 
fition of Things to come : And a Catalogue of the Im- 
mortal Heroes, who are to live:for ever with Jupiter. 


% % Let the Readers judge , whether Bonaventure 


des Periert meant fomething clic than the ‘Philofephers- 
Stone. 


ia so @ 2 mes 


- the tn pliner 
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in fhort, that they would be able to do 
have been very bufy ever fince, in ftirring the Sand of 


any thing. They 


thewAmphitheater, in hopes of finding fome Particles of 
ell, fays Mercury , have none of them four 
None, replies Trigabws: But all of them meer 
a a et > << gaa infomuch that if they 
werevall put together, they would make-a Bulk 
large Sian the whole Stone. alk ten times 
Perhaps, fays Mercury , they have pick’d up Sa 
ticles ;: "Tis an eafy Miltake © for Like is A pe — 
ference between Sand and the Philofophers- Stone. I can. 
not tell, fays Trigabus ; but I have fen many, who were 
wery pofitive that they had found feveral Particles , and 
then quickly doubted of it, and at laft threw them awa 
to look for others | When they had gathered new aa 
they could not be fure they were not miftaken. | pro. 
teft I never had better Sport. You have cut out 4 
great deal of Work for thofe filly Fellows. I with 
you knew every thing; how they quarrel; how 
they fight together about it. Some boaft that they 
have got more Particles of the Philofophers-Stone than 
others : Bur. others fay they are mere Sand. One 
pretends to fhew how they may be found: The other 
anf{wers, he knows it as well and better than he. Some 
fay, that in order to find true Particles of that Stone, one 
muf be diefs’d in Red and Green : Others will ave ir 
that Yellow and Blue are more proper, Some are of OQ. 
pinion that a certain Sort of Diet is neceflary: O. 
thers fay, ‘tis not proper to lye with Women. Some af: 
firm, that Candles ought to be ufed, even at Noon-day ; 
Others peremptorily deny it. They cry out, and abufe 
one another ; and God knows how many criminal Cafes 
are occafion’d by it. Youdhall hear nothing but Quar. 
réls and Difputes of this Nature in every Street, Temple, 
Mill, Brothel, dc. Nay, fome of thofe Men are fo {elf 
conceited, and fo fully perfuaded of having a true Porti- 
on of the Philofophers- Stone , that they pretend to judge of 
every Thing, of Heaven, and the Elyfan Fields ; of Vice 
and Virtue; of Life and Death, @.. ’Tis thought, 
fome have found feveral Pieces of the Stone : But it does 
not appear that they have any Virtue, befides that of 
changing Men into chirping Birds, abufive Parrots , and 
Affles that will bear any Burthen, In fhort, Mercury, you 
never faw any thing more Comical. 

Whereupon Trigabus invites Mercury to goto the Am- 
phitheater; where he will have a great deal of Sport- Mers 
cury aflumes the Figure of an Old Man, that none of the 
Philofophcrs may knowchim, and follows Trigabus. When 
they come ro the Amphitheater, Rhetulus % , one of the 
Philofophers , {peaks thefe Words: Gentlemen, Tis in 
vain for you to look: I have bit the Bird omthe Eye. (My 
Friend, fays Cubercus , (another Philofopher), don’t boaft 
fo much: The Philofophers-Stone is of fuch a Nature, 
that it lofes its Virtue, when a Man prefumes too much 
upon himfelf, after he has found fome Pasticles.of it. I 
will not deny that ‘you ‘have fome’; but fuffer others to 
be asthappy as you are; Mercury, who made us that Pre- 
fent, will not have us to.quarre] about it, but to love one 
another like Brethren ; and yet we do the contrary. Notes 
withftanding fuch a wife Admonition , Rhetulus , ‘a hot 
Man, maintains ftill ghat the other Philofophers shave 

athered nothing byt Sand. Drarig, a pert and bold 

hilofopher, gives him the Lie, and fhews him a 
true Piece of the Stone. Rhetulus throws it away; Drarig 
provoked with the Affront , flies into a violent Paffion 
againft him, 

In the remaining Part of this Dialogue , which is the 
moft Curious of the Four, Mercury and Trigabus banter the 
wag met ay about their vain Enquiry. Rhetulws, one of 
the molt Zealous for the Philefophers Stone , boafts of per~ 
forming great Wonders with what he has of it. Tvanf- 
form, fays he, the Opinions of Men, and bring them in- 
toanew Way of Living. Imake themlie with Hefals, 
whereas before they durft not look upon them, 1 can 
perfuadethofe, who dreis'd themfelves after the Bohemian 
Fafhion, to appear in a Turkifh drefs, Ge. Belides , Lam 
talk’d of all over Greece ; and many People will maintain 





ns 


% Some will have it to be the Anagram of Lu- 
therut. 


till 
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till death, that I have a great deal of the true Philofopters- 
Stowe. At laft Mercury and Trigabws, having laugh’d at the 
great Credulity of the Philofophers , leave them in queft 
of their chimerical Treafure. 


III. In the Third Dialogue, Mercury, perceiving that 
the Book of Deftinies has been ttol’n from him, comes 
down again from Heaven to have it cried at Arhens. He 
wonders that fxpiter does not deftroy Mankind with bis 
‘Thunder-boJt to punifh fuch a Crime , fince their Guilt 
was not fo great, when he over-flowed the World in the 
time of Lycaon ; for, fays he, the Mortals not contented 
to fteal his Book, have alfo, in Contempt of his Majefty, 
put another in the Room of it, containing the Hiftory 
of his Amorous Adventures, and of all his Youthful 
Tricks. In the next Place, he mentions the Commiffions 
he has received from feveralGoddeffes and meeting Cupid, 
talks with him , and asks him whether he has heard any 
thing of Jupiter's Book. Cupid informs him, that it is in 
the Hands of Two Fellows,who are turned by that means 
Tortune-tellers, and foretell Things to come as well as Ti- 
vejias. Afterwards Mercury, wanting fome News for the 
Gods, works a Miracle, and makes a Horfe {peak: That 
Horfe upbraids his Mafter, in the Prefence of many Peo- 
ple, with his hard Ufage, and Avarice, and feveral other 

aults, 


IV. The Fourth Dialogue runs between two Dogs. 
Thofe Dogs did formerly belong to Aéfeon ; and having 
eat up his Tongue , when he was metamorphofed intoa 
Stag by Diana, got by it the Faculty of Speaking. They 
difcourfe of feveral Things, and particularly of che foolifh 


Curiofity of Men for every thing that is new and won- 
de: ful. 


’ Thefe Four Dialogues made fo great a Noife in the 
XVIch Century, and are fo little known, that I thought 
all the curious Readers would expe& from me chat I 
fhould give a particular Account of them, They are well 
written, confidering the time when the Author lived, and 
interfperfed with feveral ingenious Satyrical Strokes. La 
Croix du Mainefays in his Bibliotheque Francoife, pag. 37. 
that the Cymbalum Mundi was printed at Paris in the Year 
1537. which is confirmed by a Petition prefented to the 
Chancellor by John Morin, a Paris-Booklfeller , who was 
imprifoned for printing that Book. That Petition is to 
be found, written, as ‘tis faid , with M. du Puis's own 
hand, at the end of the Copy lodged in the King of France’s 
Library. ‘Tis therefore certain that the Cymbalum Mundi 
was fupprefs'd , afloon as it came out , asa pernicious 
Book ; nor is it lefs certain that feveral Authors , quoted 
by M. Marchand, look upon it as an impious Work. I 
grant that this Book appears very Innocent, if it be lite- 
rally underftood, and if we fuppofe that the Author did 
only defign to ridicule Paganifm, the Philofophers- 
Stone, Gc. But fince it was fupprefs'd, and fo much 
cried down, ’tis a fign it was generally believed that Boa- 
venture des Perriers had an ill, Defign, and attack’d Religi- 
on under pretence of writing againft the falfe Deities of 
the Heathens, Gc. M. Marchand fays’tis a groundlefs 
Sufpicion, and alledges feveral Reafons to juftity the Au- 
thor ; He maintains that. it cannot be proved from his 
Book,that he was an.impiousMan. [heAuthor of the Ad- 
vertifement. prefixed to the new Edition of the Tales and 
pleafant Stories of des Perriers is not of M. Marchana’s O- 
pinion. The Defign of Bonaventure des Perriers, in his 
Cymbalum Mundi, appears to him equivocal. To what 
purpofe, fayshe, fhould that Author have undertaken to 
expofe and ridicule Paganifm , when there wasno Occafi- 
on for it? And then he makes the following Obfervations. 
Perhaps fome will think , that the Ironical Title of the 
Book of Deftinies, Chromica oe ne , yuas e- 
piter geffit antequam effet ipfe, &c. is very fufpicious. e 
ftealing of shas pk gist they fay) might be a Raillery 
injurious to the Deity , anda malicious Infinuation thar 
Men can penetrate as far asGod. The Philofophers-Stone, 
ridiculed in the Second Dialogue, feems to be Zrurh. Des 
Perriers undertakes to expofe the Philofophers ( perhaps 
the Catholick Divines and the Reformers of bis ‘ime, ) 
for their Search after Truth, and to deftroy Truth it felf, 
as a chimerical Thing. That Dialogue may be more na- 


turally applied to Truth, than to the Art of tranfmuting 
Metals. If ic be fo, (continues that Author, ) there was 


.., 1 will. not pofitively affirm it, 
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a Neceflity to vindicate thofe Paflages , that are moft fu. 
{picious. A mere Negative is noc fafficicne to jultify a 
Book, that has been fo much cried down. 

Some other Qbfervations upon the Cymbalum Mundi, 
written by feveral Hands, have been inierted at theend 
of the new Edition of des Perrier’s Tales. Upon thete 
Wards, Ligh: Jufants fifled by she Veflals, one of thofe Au- 
thors obferves, that’cis a Satyrical Stroke againft the Nuns. 
He pretends that by the Drasds, des Perriers. meant fome 
Dottors of the Serbenne or other Clergymen ; that Tras is 
attack’d in the Second Dialogue under the Notion of the 
Philefopbers-Stome ; that the Divine Author of the Chrifti- 
an Truths is broughe in under the Name of Mercury ; that 
the Celibacy of Ecclefiafticks is hinted at in thele Words, 


_ Others fay "sis net proper to lie with Women ; that Rbetulas is — 


the Anagram of Lutherus , &c. The latt Obfervation is 
exprefled in thefe Words. “ 'Tis not improbabie chat 
“* thofe Four Dialogues are only a rough Dieughe of the 
“Author’s Defign;and that ifhe had lived longes he would 
“ have explained himfelf more clearly. The words Cym- 
“ balum Mundi, prefixed to the Book,are fufficient to thew 
“ that che Defign of that Writer was to ridicule the Opi- 
nions of Mén, and to prove that what is generally be- 
lieved is not more folid chan the Sound of a Bell, or of 
“the [pftrument call d Cymbalum, In order co eltablith 
“ chat Raters Syftem, he was to reflect upon God and 
his Providence, which he endeavours to do in the, Fisk 
and Third Dialogues. In the next Place, there was a 
Necefflity to deftroy 7+# ; which is the Deiign of the 
Second Dialogue. Laftly, he cenfures the great Curi- 
ofity of Men tor new and wonderful Things. Such is 
the Scope of the Fourth Dialogue, which, in my Opi- 
nion, would not have been the laft, if des Perriers had 
lived long enough to finith his Syftem”. 
Ic feems to me that Bonaventure des Perriers had an ill 
Defign % , and I thall give feveral Reafons for it, with- 
out pretending that they are demonftrative Arguments. 
1. I believe, as Mr, Marchand does, that the Cymbalum 
Munai was Originally written in French: If it be fo, w 
does the Author appear fo myfterious in his Letter to his 
Friend ? Why does he pretend that his Book isa Tranfla- 
tion from the Latig, if he did only delign to ridicule Ps- 
ganifm? One might infer from thence, that being afraid 
the Readers would quickly perceive the Venom conceal 
ed under his Allegories , he took fuch a Precaution the 
better to prevent his being diftovered. 2. Any one who 
reads thofe Dialogues with Attention, will eafily obferve 
feveral Paffages, that may raife fome Sufpicion. 3. The 
Third Dialogue may be look'd upon as a Satyr upon Truth, 
without doing any Violence to the Words of the Au- 
thor: Nay, there are feveral Things in that Dialogue, as 


ih 


ec 
ai 


it appears from my Extraét , that can hardly e with 
the Philofophers-Stone,: 4. The Suppreflion of the c 
lum Mundi, afloou as it came out, § to prove thar it 


was then look’d upon as a pernicious Book ; and ‘tis nat 


‘improbable that che ill Defign of the Author) was then 


better known than it is now. §. Accordingly feveral 
Authors of the XVIth Century, who were better inform- 
ed of feveral Circumstances relating to che Author and 
his Book, than we are now , call the Cymbalum Mundi a 
deteftable and impious Work, it be true, that Bona- 
venture des Perriers had an ill Defign in publifhing that 
Book, there was no need of reprinting it. However, it 
will dono manner of Harm: 'Tis but an indifferenic Per- 
Granate like all other Books publith’d with the fame 
ntent. » oe yarn 

I fthall conchide with a Curious Obfervaction of M. 
Marchand Voetius (in the 1fd Volume of his Difputatio- 
nes feleBa, pag. 199. 'Difputatione de Atheifmo) quotes 
Paffage of Father Merfenne out of his Quefiones in Genefim, 
pag. 669. wherein that Author calls Bonaventure-des Per- 
riers @ Monfler, and a mofl impious Knave; and adds, that 
feveral Perfens maintain that he was an Atheit, wholived « 
very impious Life, and died miferably: And then {peaks 
ing of the Cymbalum Mundi, he fays, That Book congfts of 
EV Dialogues, and contains feverat Fabter about Jupiter, 
Mercury, Oc. ; whereby he feems to deride the Catholick 
Faith, and to rejc what we Jay and believe concerning God. 
M, Marchand informs as, that chisPatlage,and every thing 
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ee ; 
elfe chat Father Merfenne faid of the Cymbalum Mandi, is 
not to be found in moft Copies of his Book. Thefe words, 
Cymbalum Mandi, Athei Bonaventure Cymbalum Mundi, 
are indeed to be feen in the fndex under the Letters C and 
A, with a Reference to the Column 669. But ’tis a falfe 
Reference : There is no fuch thing there, nor in the fub- 
fequent Columns. | 

Marchand having perufed to no oo many Co- 
pies of that Book, and even chat of the Library of the 
Minimes at Paris, which he thought would be more exact 
than others, found out at Jaft thac Two new Leaves have 
been inferted in that Place. Father Merfenne had given an 
Account of the Atheifts of his Time , and of their 
Works and Opinions in that Part of his Book, 
Which plainly appears from thefe Words in the 
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Index : Athei plurimi enumerantur. 670, 671. Athei in Gale 
lia, Germania, Scotia, Polonia, &c. 673. Atheorum dozma- 
ta horrenda. 673. and from feveral others, wherein the 
Readers are vainly :eferred to the Body of the Book. ’Tis 
highly probable, that when the Book came out, it was 
thought thofe Paflages might be of a dangerous Confe- 
quence; and that Father Merfenne, in Obedience to his 
Superiors, inferted Two new Leaves in that Part of his 
Work, viz. from the 669th Column to the 676th inclu. 
fively. Voctius, who gives the Subftance of Father Mer. 
fenne’s Opinion, and ¢ven quotes fome of lis Words, 
made ufe of a Copy in which the new Leaves had not 
been inferted Thofe , who have Spizelius’s Scrutinium 
Atheifmi, will find M. Marchand’s Obfervation confirmed 
in an Advertifiment at the End of that Book. 





FLORENCE. 


Ather Valfecchi, a Benediffin, has fent to the Prefs a 
id Latin Differtation concerning the Age of the Em- 
peror Heliogabalus. That Differtation contains feveralRe- 
marks, whereby the Chronology of the Third Century is 
very much illuitrated. 


BRESCIA. 


T# E Condemnation of Jofeph Bercarefi; for his Perni- 
cious Opinions, has occafion’d the Stamping of a 
Medal in Honour of Cardinal Badoere, Bifhop of this Ci- 
. That Prieft , who had many Friends, was tried and 
condemned by that Illuftrious Prelate , and his Sentence 
was confirmed by the Court of Rome. The Trial began 
in 1707. and ended in 1710. Upon that Side of the 
Medal, on which the Head of the Cardinal appears, thefe 
Words are to be feen under che Head ; 


Ss. P. Q. B. 
Ob Cives Servatos, 
And about the Head, 


Jo. Cardinals Baduarius Epifcopus Brixia %. 


Upon the Reverfe, there is a Place of Babylon very well 
engraved. Cyrus appears in the midft of a great Multi- 
©. Daniel ftands by him, and fhews him the Dragon, 
which had been worfhipp’d among the Babylonians tor a 
Jong time, lying upon the Ground, and dying. The Sur- 
prize of the People is lively exprefs'd. Thete Words are 
to be feen round that Side of the Medal ; 


Ecce quem colebatu. Daniel 14. 


BERLIN. 


A Mufcovite Monk has brought hither the Invention of 
an Engine, with which he pretends that the Stomach 
may be cleanfed. Itisa {mall Brufh of Hair, like thofe 
that are made ufe of to clean Bottles. He lets down that 
Bruth into theScomach, with anIron- wire faften’dto it about 
a Foot and a half long, and cover’d with Silk ; and when 
the Brufh is in the Stomach, he moves it in the fame man- 
ner as if it was in a Bottle, to clean it. Some Experiments 
have been made of it; with a good Succefs ; but they are 
not many, for want of People that are willing to have it 
tried upon them. 


-" 





% That is, The Senate and the People of Brefcia, to John 
Badoere Cardinal Bijiop of Brefcia, for having faved bis 
Citizens, 


LET? SIC hk. 
T HE Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the Second Century, 
written by the late M. Jetigivs, is newly come out. 


Hiftorie Ecclefiaftice Secundi a Chrifto nato Seculi fele@a 
Capita, delineata fiudio D. Thoma Ittigii , fuperint. & Theol. 
Prof. in Ecclefia © Academia patria Lipfienfi Pramiffa eff cjuj- 
dem de Seriptoribus Hiftoria Ecclefastice antiquioribus Diffir- 
tatio. Lipfie. 1711. in 4to. 


This Book is divided into Seven Chapters, The great. 
eft Part of it was ready for the Prefs, when the Author 
died. Mr.LsChriftianLudovici has fupplied what was want- 
ing, viz. fome Paragraphs of the Vith Chapter, and the 
whole Seventh Chapter. The Differtation prefixed to this 
Work, contains an Account of the Wricers of Ecclefiafti- 
cal Hiftory to the time of Lusher. 


ZERBST inthe Principality of Anhalt. 


T HE Hiftory of the Principality of Anhalt, written 

by M. YohnChriftopherBecman in the German Language, 
and lately printed inthis Town, is very much efteemed. 
He has not forgot to mention an old Tradition, which is 
generally believed in this Country. That Tradition runs 
thus: A Princefs ufed to fhake every Day her Napkin out 
of the Window immediately after Dinner ; and a Jarge 
Toad conftantly received what fell from it. That Prin- 
cefs being with Child, faw one Night a Maid coming to 
her Bed with a Candle in her Hand, who having told her 
that the Toad was very thankful for the Care the took to 
feed it, gave her a Gold Ring, and let her know that it 
fhould be kept very carefully , becaufe the Safety of 4n- 
halt depended upon it. Befides fhe told her, that every 
Year upon Chriffmas-Eve great Care fhould be taken of the 
Fire, left the Houfe fhould be burnt that Night. Others 
fay the Ring was brought by another Woman. However 
it be, that Ring is not only kept at Deffau to this prefenc 
time, but alfo great Care is taken on that Day ro pur out 
the Fire all over the Palace about the dusk of the Even- 
ing, and in the Rooms of the Princes at Eight a Clock, 
— feveral Watchmen go round all the Night to prevent a 

ire. 


LETDEN. 


A N Author who calls himfelf Chrifianus Democritus, 
has lately publifh’d the following Book. 

Vita Animalis Merbus © Medicina , fue vindicate origini 
Difquifisione Phy fico-Medica, qua fimul Mechanifmi OG Spino- 
fifmi deliramenta funditus deteguniur, CG Mathematica evi- 
dentia ex {ane rationis circulo deturbantur , © integrum uhi- 
verfi motus Syflema concinnis vinculss nettitur.  Aulfore Chri- 
fiiano Democrito M. D. Lugduni-Bataverum. 3711, in 12°. 
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